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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Choosing electives is an exciting time; however students need to take care in
making this decision. The following notes on elective subjects are provided to
give students and parents important information before making these subject
choices for the next two years.

Students are asked to choose three (3) different electives.

The elective subjects will be studied in both Years 9 and 10 for the School
Certificate. The following points should be considered by students and
parents when selecting subjects:

Choose subjects on the basis of student interest, ability and if possible, on
future vocation.

Most subjects involve course fees for materials used. These fees cover
consumables and specialist equipment. Students who select practical
subjects must be willing to pay fees.

The range and number of subjects that will operate next year will depend
upon the number of students who nominate them and the available school
resources.

Some subjects, such as the TAS subjects and Food Technology will require
students to wear protective clothing and safe shoes for practical work.

If you have any questions, please arrange with the office (6684 2600) to

speak with the Year 8 Adviser or the Deputy Principal for Year 8.

Mr lan Graham
Principal
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SCHOOL CERTIFICATE BOARD COURSES

ABORIGINAL STUDIES

In Aboriginal Studies you will learn about the contributiond amgnificance of Aboriginal Peoples
and their culture.

You will learn about the factors that influence our attitudes
towards Aboriginal People and their cultures and the effects of
these attitudes.

You will be given the opportunity texplore and exgriment
with Aboriginal art, dance, story-telling and language.

You will interact with members of our local communiysit

places of significance and attend cultural presentations the
Byron/Mullumbimby area. You will develop an awareness of the
importance of acknowledging ownership of cultural knowledge.
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This is a course designed for all students and is of great value to
both Aboriginal and no#\boriginal students.

This course will help you tdevelop your research, ICT,
investigation and communication skills These are skills that

you will need in all of your School Certificate Courses, skills that
will help you in Years 11 and 12nd skills that will help you
when you enter the workforce

Contact Person: Mrs D Pearson
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AGRICULTUR E

Agriculture is a practical based subject in which students
gain a taste of the good life of farming. The school farm
is well equipped and is undergoing continual development
and change to fill the needs of the students and the
agriculture course. The course contribution for this
subject is $5 per year. Agriculture is taught according to a
state-wide syllabus developed and approved by the Board
of Secondary Studies for teaching in NSW schools as a
School Certificate subject.

Areas of study include:

1 Sheep - The school has a flock of white Suffolk sheep and
students gain practical experience in operations such as
handling, hoof paring, drenching, dipping, marking and joining,
along with looking after their general health and nutrition.

Beef Cattle - Students use the internet to look at husbandry
practices and the economics of beef farming and dairy farming.

Poultry - Students experience raising layer hens from eggs to adults. Poultry on the
school farm are free-ranged (ie not caged).

Organic farming - Going organic is not just farming with the absence of harmful
chemicals, it also involves the managing of the school farm as a sustainable system
with the recycling of nutrients and build up of organic matter. Student involvement in
all aspects of organic production is the most important part of this venture.

farms.
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9 Local show involvement - It is possible for students with the interest to

prepare and exhibit cattle, sheep or poultry.
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I Machine maintenance and operation. Students have the opportunity to
obtain a tractor driving licence on a Kubota four wheel drive tractor.
)l

Excursions to local farms and field days. Agriculture students may
attend Primex at Casino, the Brisbane Show and local agriculture

Contact Teacher:Ms |I. Dawson
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